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Sand Filters
The advantage of sand filters is that you don’t have to remove and clean cartridge elements, 

making it easier and less time consuming to maintain your filtration system. In place of the 

cartridge element, the filter tank contains specially graded silica sand and as the water flows 

through it particles are trapped and retained, thus creating clear water. As more and more 

particles are retained, so the flow of water through the filter slows down and the pressure within 

the tank increases. You will notice this on the pressure gauge, which is usually on the multiport 

selector valve or the top of the filter tank. To remove the particles trapped in the sand you need 

to backwash the filter, typically we would suggest that you backwash the filter weekly or more 

frequently if the pressure gauge indicates a need to.

When you backwash a sand filter the flow of water through the filter is reversed, (rather than 

the pool water entering the top of the filter and percolating down through the filter sand before 

going back to the pool), the water comes into the filter through the bottom and rises up through 

the sand, dislodging debris on the top. The backwash water along with the debris goes to waste 

and not back into the pool.

Before backwashing the filter, make sure there is sufficient water in the pool – the level should 

be at least halfway up the skimmer opening. Turn off the pump. If there is a valve on your waste 

line make sure this is open, turn the multiport selector valve to the backwash position and turn 

the pump back on. On the multiport selector valve there will probably be a sight glass, you will 

see that initially the water in the sight glass is dirty and /or cloudy, once the water in the sight 

glass is clear, about 2 – 3 minutes; you can stop the backwash by turning off the pump. After 

the backwash, turn the multiport selector valve to rinse and turn the pump on again, wait until 

the water in the sight glass is clear again, 20 – 30 seconds normally, turn the pump off. If you 

opened a valve on the waste line you should now close it. Turn the multiport selector valve back 

to the filtration position and turn the pump back on, the backwash procedure is now complete.

Although backwashing the filter removes debris caught in the filter sand it doesn’t actually clean 

the sand, so to maintain the filters efficiency the sand should be chemically cleaned annually 

using Swimmer Filter Cleaner and replaced every 3 – 5 years.


